very flattering of John to use our classifications for comparative purposes, and the results I agree show really no significant difference in view of the fact that many different people performed the neurological examinations and that our study was a retrospective one. The reason we chose these five grades was that we felt it was the maximum that one could pull out of a significant number of our notes retrospectively and also it was the most data that we could handle manually and we weren't trained to do anything other than handle data on sheets of paper writing down numbers in bits. In order to answer the questions, the interesting questions raised by John we in fact have to do joint prospective studies and the data must be handled by a more sophisticated system. SIR LUDWIG GUTTMANN (G.B.). First to John's interesting paper. I would like to ask if he could give us more details about the surgical procedures and the effect of the surgery immediately on the general condition, particularly on the autonomic mechanisms -intestinal, bladder and respiration. If you compare your statistics with my own which I gave in 1963 in Edinburgh you might find even a closer agreement, because in that statistic I was concerned with patients who were admitted within the first 24 or 48 hours.
